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High School and College Reading Center 


Assistant Professor Education 


that learning how 
process which continues throughout 
the years formal schooling (and 
beyond) and involves stu- 
dents well ones has re- 
sulted rapid change attitude 
throughout the country toward the 
teaching reading high schools 
and colleges. The high school 
college which lacks planned read- 
ing program the way becom- 
ing the exception rather than the 
rule. The demand for teachers 
reading increasing yearly; and 
was natural step for Boston Uni- 
versity School Education, which 
has been since the early 1930’s 
nationally known center for the 
training specialists reading, 
move positively meet the in- 
creased demand. Also, need was 
provide Boston University 
students with greater facilities for 
help removing their own de- 
ficiencies reading. 

The School Education and the 
Counseling Service combined their 
resources establish, 1949, the 
Boston University High School and 


1955, Trustees Boston University 


College Reading Center. the five 
years since that time, several types 
service have been developed 
needs and opportunities were recog- 
nized. 

ROM the beginning, major ob- 

jective has been provide train- 
ing the reading skills necessary for 
good college study: organization 
ideas, speeded reading, note-taking, 
and others. Groups Boston Uni- 
versity students and few from other 
colleges the area have participated 
classes for the development 
these skills. Unlike many college 
reading programs, the Boston Uni- 
versity classes have always been 
voluntary and non-credit. This part 
the work has grown rapidly, par- 
ticularly during the past year since 
associate director charge 
the college program has been added 
the staff. special request 
groups restricted students the 
College Business Administration, 
School Education, School 
Nursing, General College, and 
School Theology have been or- 
ganized. Other groups have con- 
sisted combinations students 


from various parts the University. 
Results this training are hard 
measure directly. Standardized read- 
ing tests usually show gains, but 
these tests are not really designed 
measure the most important out- 
comes the course. The only valid 
criterion improvement college 
work. Some students have done ex- 
ceptionally well. One Chinese-Amer- 
ican with serious language handi- 
cap was admitted Junior College 
after had. shown improvement 
the summer class the Center. Later 
transferred the College 
Liberal Arts, where doing suc- 
cessful work. Two School Educa- 
tion students whose own reading de- 
ficiencies led them study the 
Center remained specialize the 
teaching reading and prepare for 
service this field. Several students 
have gone successful graduate 
study after taking study skills training 
and speeded reading 
graduates. 
second major objective has 
been provide training for 
teachers reading secondary 
schools and colleges. sequence 
courses the School Education 
leads undergraduate minor 
Teachers studying for the Certificate 
Advanced Graduate Specializa- 
tion and for the doctorate have also 
been included the Reading Center 
program. the five years, stu- 
dents have completed the training, 
thus qualifying themselves for posi- 
tions reading specialists. One 
now working the reading clinic 
Syracuse University, second 
charge the reading work the 
University Vermont, third 
heads the reading program 
large insurance company, others are 
high school and private school 
positions. great many other teach- 
ers have taken one more the 
courses the teaching reading 
without completing the whole se- 


Teachers English and 


social studies and guidance personnel 
have been particularly interested, 
although representatives prac- 
tically every field teaching have 
been enrolled. This important be- 
cause much depends high 
school and college upon the under- 
standing teachers all subjects 
the problems students encounter 
reading. teacher teacher 
reading” has been fine theory 
for long time; get into action 
requires the kind information 
which now being offered teach- 
ers all subjects. 
THIRD type service diag- 
nostic. Students may come 
the Reading Center for battery 
tests aimed discovering the causes, 
possible, and the present degree 
deficiency their language skills. 
The testing takes about five hours 
and involves individual intelligence 
tests, personality tests, standardized 
reading tests, and many kinds in- 
formal measures developed the 
Center meet needs for which 
standardized tests are adequate. 
screening test vision given and 
audiometric test, needed, 
provided the Speech Clinic. 
this part the program the Reading 
Center has the very valuable assist- 
ance psychometrists the Coun- 
seling Service. result these 
tests, counseling sessions are held 
with students, with parents, often 
phone with school personnel, and 
effort made all cases work out 
solutions the problems. Most 
the diagnostic work done with 
students and adults who come from 
outside the University. Occasionally 
Boston University student takes 
the tests either his own request 
the suggestion the Reading 
Center there seems anything 
unusual about his case. Experience 
has shown that most the Boston 
University students have very simi- 
lar needs and, unusual circum- 


‘ 
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stances exist, these are already 
known the guidance personnel 
the various schools and colleges. The 
Center has always worked closely 
with University counselors, and 
has thus been possible avoid 
duplication and save much time and 
effort. 

fourth service offered 

high school students and non- 
University adults who come regular- 
for lessons the Reading Center. 
The variety problems brought 
these people 
Some are practically non-readers; 
one current twenty-eight- 
year-old railroad worker who has 
just completed his fourth preprimer. 
His intelligence normal 
will learn acute. being indi- 
vidually tutored. Another student 
currently enrolled the very well 
educated wife doctor who came 
saying she wanted read fast 
her husband. these adult cases 
the force old habits painstaking- 
careful reading often intense. 
The struggle develop flexibility 
rate reading sometimes painful 
for both pupil and teacher. An- 
other student who member 
small group four receiving training 
eighth grade school. had for 
many years extreme problem 
vision which was not first recog- 
nized. When came the Center 
little over year ago, could 
read very little. His intelligence 
shown his excellent speaking vo- 
cabulary and his interest and 
knowledge science. 
RATHER complex summer pro- 

gram another aspect the 
work the Reading Center. 
group some thirty high school 
students attend for two hours each 
morning during the six-week sum- 
mer session. They make demon- 
stration class which the director 
the Reading Center illustrates tech- 
niques teaching reading for teach- 


ers who are the University during 
the summer. This group teachers, 
drawn from schools all over the 
country, come Boston University 
because recognized nationally 
center for this type work. 
These teachers also receive labora- 
tory experience teaching reading: 
they tutor the high school pupils for 
second hour each morning after 
the demonstration class over. 

The summer program also offers 
class for high school seniors who will 
enter college the following Septem- 
ber. This high-level group work- 
ing intensely skills needed for 
good college study. Since these boys 
and girls are all the same 
and are giving entire mornings 
the work, much accomplished 
six weeks, and this program has been 
one the most successful activities 
the Center. 

the first time, this year the 

Reading Center 
courses written expression and 
spelling for college students. Lan- 
guage problems not come singly; 
for example, person who does not 
read well probably also does not 
write very well. the reading 
courses offered the Center, some 
attention has always been given 
all phases language difficulty. 
Perhaps eventually will best 
integrate the work completely. For 
the moment, the practical solution 
seems the offering separate 
courses. 

limited amount work has 
been done with business and profes- 
sional men and women whose chief 
concern developing speed 
enough keep with the deluge 
printed material which floods their 
office desks. The needs these 
people and methods dealing with 
them should much more thor- 
oughly explored. 

The Reading Center located 
suite rooms the Counseling 
Service and Placement Building 


308 Bay State Road. attempt has 
been made see that the equip- 
ment contains least representative 
samples all available materials 
that teachers specializing 
teaching reading may become 
thoroughly familiar with them. 
Equipment includes large library 
the many books which have been 
published for the purpose reading 
improvement, books both for pupils 
and for teachers. Mechanical equip- 
ment consists the rate controllers, 
the tachistoscope, and reading films. 
Machines are used with selected 
students when they are appropriate 
relation the students’ needs. 
For example, student careless 
perception, his skill may sharp- 
ened tachistoscopic practice; 
his comprehension high but 
plods through all kinds material 
word word, rate controller prac- 
tice probably part the solution 
his problem. The Reading Center 
staff believe the considered use 
mechanical aids; age ma- 
chines they often have motivational 
appeal. They are adjunct the 
more fundamental aspects the 
work. 
the Reading Center 
takes the form graduate 
theses students specializing the 
field. Three doctoral theses and nine 
master’s papers have been com- 
pleted. Several others are various 


stages development. Two the 
doctoral theses have involved con- 
struction tests: one test for 
measuring ability get meaning 
words from context clues, and the 
second diagnostic test certain 
word analysis abilities. The third 
doctoral thesis was experimental 
study the effectiveness teaching 
vocabulary means word roots 
and prefixes. Master’s papers have 
been mainly devoted the con- 
struction new materials for the 
teaching various reading skills. 
Currently the Reading Center di- 
rector engaged organizing some 
the special testing materials de- 
veloped the Center into diag- 
nostic battery. 

There are many possibilities for 
future research. Case records are now 
available sufficient number 
that studies might made the 
frequency specific deficiencies 
among students the age groups 
represented the Center. Such 
studies would useful; most existing 
studies have been made with younger 
children. 

The Reading Center offers im- 
mediate service growing number 
high school and college students 
the University and the immediate 
vicinity; engaged also the far- 
reaching project training teachers 
who will later serve thousands 
young people throughout the nation. 


Norton Lecture— April 


Walter Bryan Emery, Edwards Professor Egyptology the Univer- 
sity London, Norton Lecturer the Archaeological Institute America 
for 1954-1955, will lecture before the Boston Society the Institute Boston 
University (Room 50, 675 Commonwealth Avenue) 8:15 P.M., Friday, 
April “The First Egyptian Dynasty.” 

Professor Emery has had long and distinguished career excavator 
Egypt and Nubia. His discoveries Sakkara have been very great 
importance. has excavated series large tombs the First Egyptian 
Dynasty which have thrown flood light the craftsmanship, burial 
customs, and history little-known period representing the first flowering 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization. 


Interested students and faculty members are invited the lecture. 


Approved Dissertation Subjects 


Listed below are the dissertation subjects approved the Graduate School Board 
between December 1954, and March 31, 1955. The title the completed dissertation 
may differ somewhat from the subject here given. Academic titles are omitted save 
space. The student’s department study indicated after his name; following the 
subject are noted the names the readers, first, second, and occasionally third, that 
order; where committees are listed, the chairmen (or co-chairmen) are named first. 


For earlier listings, see the JOURNAL, Nov. 1953, 43, Oct. 1954, 27, and 
January, 


Fahim Akhdary—Religious History Educational 
Emphases the Religions Donald Maynard,. John 
Wallace. 

Evangelos Certain Pharmaco- 
logical Effects Histamine Selected Histaminase Earl 
Loew, Francis Lowell. 

Kenneth Venom Test for Petechial 
Susceptibility the Hamster, with Comparative Observations 
Cheek Pouch and Mesoappendix.” George Fulton, Brenton Lutz. 

Sara Consequences for Children 
Chronically Disabled Committee: William Hire, Henry 
Weinberg, Chester Bennett. 

Elliot Aldehydes with Mono-substi- 
tuted Malonic Acids.” Walter Gensler, Norman Lichtin. 

Phillip Berwick—Biblical Way Salvation the 
Wisdom Solomon.” Robert Pfeiffer, Harrell Beck. 

David ‘The Great Commission’: Cantata for 
Mixed Chorus, Soloists, and Symphony Orchestra.” Hugo Norden, 
Francis Findlay. 

Russell the M.R.P. French Foreign 
Policy.” William Newman, Hubert Gibbs. 

Mary Use the Supernatural the Fiction 
Arthur Machen.” Edward Wagenknecht, Gerald Brace. 

Howard Chemical Composition 
Human Saliva.” Fabian Lionetti, Burnham Walker. 

Timothy Music Preparation the Elementary 
Lee Chrisman, Arthur Kennedy. 

Murray and Psychological Defense: 
The Relationship between Defense and the Recall Oral 
Committee: Austin Berkeley, William Hire, Charles Leef. 

Erben Cook, Fundamental Solution Parabolic 
Equation Arbitrary Even Order.” Francis Scheid, Richard Brown. 

Benjamin Fibrillation the Hypo- 
thermic Dog.” Albert Hegnauer, Earl Loew. 

Evans Crawford—Social Needs Chicago Negro 
Baptists: Study the Sociology Walter Muelder, 
Frank Sweetser, Jr. 

Rajendra Purpura the Hamster 
Cheek Pouch and Related Hematological George Fulton, 
Brenton Lutz. 
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John Devlin—Romance Spanish Litera- 
ture and Thought the First Half the Twentieth Century.” Samuel 

Margaret Political and Social Thought 
George Bernard Shaw.” Robert Benedict, William Newman. 

Change.” Walter Weiss, Nathan Maccoby. 

Enrico Vitro Metabolism Typical 
Adrenocortical Ralph Dorfman, Burnham Walker. 

George Investigation the Conditions Neces- 
sary for the Occurrence Training’ when the Central 
Visual Cortex Stimulated.” John Harrison, Garry Margolius, 
Philip Nogee. 

Harry and Dissociation Equilibria 
Sulphur Dioxide Solution.” Norman Lichtin, Klaas Eriks. 

Morton Progesterone, Testoste- 
rone, and Related Compounds with Hydrogen Harold 
Levy, Walter Gensler. 

Charles Aspects the Pharmacology 
Histamine Liberator, Compound Earl Loew, Earl 
Dearborn. 

Richard Peebles, Ability and Perceptual 
Committee: William Hire, Chester Bennett, Walter 
Weiss. 

Benjamin Innovations the Woolen and 
Worsted Industry the United Francis Doody, James 
Kelley. 

Dominic Construction and Validation Self- 
development Techniques Dictation for Music Majors Teachers 
Lucia Hersey, Arthur Kennedy. 

Oscar Regulatory Factors Carbohydrate 
Metabolism, with Especial Reference the Mechanism Insulin 
Action.” Gregory Pincus, Genevieve Young. 

Gershen Preferences and Efficiency 
Performance.” Committee: Chester Bennett, Austin Berkeley, 
Garry Margolius. 

Vahé Rule Armenia.” Frank Nowak, 
Andrew Gyorgy. 

tion Work and Anxiety.” Committee: William Hire Leo 
Reyna, Austin Berkeley, Garry Margolius. 

Seymour Doctrine Instru- 
ment Soviet Foreign Andrew Gyorgy, Frank Nowak. 

Charles Stewart—Psychology Religion—‘The Function Faith 
the Light Psychotherapy.” Paul Johnson, John Copp. 

Gustave Todrank—Philosophy Empirical Evidence 
for Brightman’s Metaphysics Paul Schilling, Jannette 
Newhall. 

William Effect Severance the Hippo- 
campal System Sound Maintained Behavior Albino Com- 

mittee: John Harrison, Garry Margolius, Austin Berkeley. 
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Dr. Einstein Dean Muelder 


Those who heard Dean Walter Muelder deliver his University Lecture, De- 
cember 1954, The Idea the Responsible who have read the Lecture, 
printed part the 1955, issue this and now available its 
entirety the Boston University Book Store, will interested the following letter, 
which presented here with the permission the writer and the recipient. 


Princeton, 


March 
Dear Dr. 
dear friend Chakravarty has sent your booklet Idea the 
Responsible has underlined too the remarks which him seem 
special interest. Although somewhat unused the religious 
terminology can fully endorse all your demands the community, the 
state and the individual. particularly impressed that you did not limit 
yourself abstract statements which mostly leave too much space for inter- 
pretation. You have shown concrete examples and inequivocally what 
you mean. For this everybody should grateful you who earnestly con- 


cerned about achieving the goal humane and gratifying attitude among 
men. 


not know how close-knit the union the religious organizations 
which you tell your booklet and how far they are agreement the 
basic questions and also how far they are independent enough able 
assert their common standpoint their respective countries. the present 
dangerous situation all such unions genuine supra-national character are 
especially valuable, because they can exert sound influence actual in- 
stances through advice and criticism and because their voice will listened 
with trust and esteem all men good will. 


The single individual feels quite hopeless and powerless the face the 
mostly short-sighted and indeed objectionable powerful agencies public 
Besides the prophet not esteemed his own country. re- 
garded heretic even traitor and, times general emotional stress, 
treated accordingly. But international gremium somewhat protected 
against this. 
With best wishes, 


sincerely yours, 


ALBERT EINSTEIN 


: 


Student History 
Leonard Volk Lincoln’s Height 


GEORGE, JR. 


Boston University College Liberal 
Arts (A.B., 1951) and Graduate School 
(A.M. 1952). the Lauriston 
Bullard Scholar the Graduate School, 
where candidate for the Ph.D. de- 
gree History. Under the direction 
working dissertation tentatively en- 
titled Lauriston Bullard Lincoln 


Suspended six feet, four inches 
above the floor the Treasure Room 
the Chenery Library the Col- 
lege Liberal Arts bronze repli- 
the life mask Abraham Lin- 
coln cast Leonard Volk April, 
1860. The gift Mark Bortman 
memory his brother Samuel, the 
mask significant faithful repre- 
sentation Lincoln’s facial char- 
acteristics, and the original has long 
been highly regarded Lincoln 
students. Louis Warren wrote 
that American sculptor con- 
tributed much Volk did our 
understanding how Lincoln ap- 
peared the flesh. explained 
that every statue” Lin- 
coln “can trace the source its 
facial structure, least, the mask 

Volk not only left posterity this 
remarkable life mask Lincoln, 
but also wrote for Century Mazagine 
account Lincoln’s sittings for 
the mask which has become well- 
known and often quoted literary 
work the Lincoln Volk’s 
article important respect the 
Library’s replica, because suggests 
that the Bortman gift placed three 
inches higher than should be, 
indicate Lincoln’s height accur- 
ately. Volk wrote 


“stood against the wall and 
made mark above his head, and 
then measured from the 
floor, and said: ‘You are just twelve 
inches taller than Judge Douglas, 
that is, just six feet one inch.’ 

Century reader challenged the 
accuracy Volk’s statement. This 
prompted Volk send the editor 
note which insisted that his 
measurements were accurate and 
which offered interesting anec- 
dote Lincoln support his con- 
tention. Volk wrote: 


I...can only reiterate that Abraham 
Lincoln was just six feet one inch when 
measured him April, 1860. before 
stated, placed him back against the 
studio wall, and made mark over his 
head, had done the case Sena- 
tor Douglas, two years before. meas- 
ured from the floor the mark 
several times, order sure was 
right, desiring know the exact differ- 
ence the heights these two men, 
which was just twelve inches. thought 
Mr. Lincoln fairly erect when marked 
the wall. Possibly might have 
stretched inch two higher, but 
that date hardly possible could 
have expanded three inches length! 
while Springfield, few years since, 
Mr. Lincoln’s faculty for stretching 
himself out length. did not know 
this, however, the time measured 
him, should have requested him 
give his fullest height. The following 
the story: 

wager was made one day Spring- 
field, between some friends Mr. Lin- 
coln and Hatch, late secretary 
the State Illinois (also tall, 
slender man), their relative height. 
Mr. Hatch was first placed against the 
wall, mark could made over his 
head, Mr. Lincoln remarking the 
time, ‘Now, Hatch, stand When 
the mark was duly made, Mr. Lincoln 
was placed beside it, and first Mr. 
Hatch’s friends declared that they had 
won the wager. ‘Wait,’ said Mr. Lincoln. 
mark not yet made for me.’ Then 
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began stretch himself out like 
India rubber, and went nearly two 
inches above Mr. Hatch’s mark, carry- 
ing off the stakes amidst the shouts and 
laughter the bystanders. 

the model the statue made 
him 1878, represent him six feet 
three and half inches high, which 
over his real life-size. 

Mr. Lincoln looked taller than 
really was, owing his thin, bony, 
lank form.‘ 

Henry Rankin, who had worked 
Lincoln’s law office, had Volk’s 
article republished the 
the State Society 
1915, along with his own comments 
the accuracy many the 
points made Volk. Rankin’s 
criticisms Volk’s reminiscences 
suggest that one ought not rely 
Volk unless confirmation available 
from another source. But the sub- 
ject Lincoln’s height, Rankin 
only stated that Volk was error 
and that Lincoln was six feet, four 
inches tall. submitted evi- 
dence support this statement.5 

Fortunately, there abundance 
contemporary records citing Lin- 
coln’s height, and these are far less 
subject error than are reminis- 
cences written years after Lincoln 
had died. One such contemporary 
account the journal Henry 
Brown, who went Springfield 
four months after Volk 
cast April, 1860. Brown was 
miniature artist who was commis- 
sioned paint Lincoln’s picture 
ivory John Read the Su- 
preme Court Pennsylvania, follow- 
ing Lincoln’s nomination 
The miniature artist 
was good observer, and the por- 
tion his journal relating his stay 
Springfield, although brief, 
high merit and worthy careful 
study. Brown was not Republican 
and did not approve Lincoln’s po- 
litical views; but this did not preju- 
dice him against Lincoln. The entry 
his journal for Sunday, August 26, 
1860, describes the presidential candi- 


date his home town and gives 
note his height: 


church. Saw Mr. Lincoln there. 
hardly know how express the strength 
personal regard for Mr. Lincoln. 
never saw man for whom soon 
formed attachment. like him much, 
and agree with him all things but his 
politics. kind and very sociable; 
immensely popular among the people 
Springfield; even those opposed 
him speak him unquali- 
fied terms praise. fifty-one years 
old, six feet four inches high, and weighs 
one hundred and sixty pounds. There 
are many hard lines his face that 
becomes mask the inner man. His 
true character only shines out when 
animated conversation, when 
telling amusing tale, which 
man; not think so. 


But not necessary rely 
Brown’s account, or, for that matter, 
the statements any Lincoln’s 
contemporaries justify placing 
the Chenery Library replica the 
Volk life mask six feet, four inches 
above the floor. Lincoln, himself, 
his autobiography written 1859, 
settled the question his height, and 
doing showed either that Volk’s 
measurements 1860 were inac- 
curate that Volk’s memory 
1881 was faulty. Lincoln wrote: “If 
any personal description 
thought desirable, may said, 
am, height, six feet, four inches, 


Notes 
Lincoln Lore, No. 241 (Nov. 20, 1933); see 
also No. 731 (April 21, 1943). 

Leonard Volk, Life-Mask and How 
Was Made,” Century Magazine, 
(Dec. 1881), 223-8. 

Ibid., 225. 

Century Magazine, (Oct. 1882), 462. 

Henry Rankin, and Cor- 
rections ‘The Lincoln Life-Mask and 
How Was the Illinois 
State Historical Society, (July, 1915), 249- 
259; see especially 252. The reprint the 
Volk article appeared the same issue 
the 238-248. 

Magazine, (Mar. 1896), 306. 
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The Collected Works Abraham Lincoln, 
(New Brunswick, J., 1953), 512. 
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Notes the African Research and Studies 
Program 


Frank JR., Associate Professor 


Conference Northwestern 
University 


Dr. William Brown, Program 
Director, and Miss Mary Herrick, 
Associate Librarian the Chenery 
Library, attended conference 
Northwestern University March 
and 12, which problems li- 
brary acquisitions for African pro- 
grams the United States were 
considered. Professor Melville 
Herskovits Northwestern Univer- 
sity acted host for the conference, 
which included representatives from 
the Library Congress, Yale Uni- 
versity, Stanford University, Roose- 
velt College, and Howard Univer- 
sity. The problem financing publi- 
cation African materials and the 
possibility periodic meetings 
American scholars interested Afri- 
can problems were also discussed. 


Erythrophleum 


The bark the tree erythrophleum 
guineense, which indigenous 
Equatorial Africa, value re- 
search the heart. the request 
Professor Walter Gensler the 
Boston University Department 
Chemistry, the Program 
ceeded supplying 100 pounds 
this bark for research purposes. This 
mission was accomplished through 
the cooperation Mr. Robert 
McGregor, Consul Leopold- 
ville, and the Institut National 
pour Agronomique Con- 
Belge, Yangambi, Belgian 
Congo. 


Schwab Manuscript 


The Program has recently ac- 
quired the rights edit and publish 
the field notes George Schwab, 


who spent forty years missionary 
among the Basa tribes the French 
Camerouns. Mr. Schwab’s account 
The Tribes the Liberian Hinter- 
land was recently published the 
Peabody Museum. The Schwab 
manuscript extremely valuable 
primary source describing tribe 
process change. 


Visitors 

March 18, Dr. Margaret 
Read, head the Department 
Education Tropical Areas Lon- 
don University’s Institute Educa- 
tion, explained the development 
her department the Program’s 
Faculty Advisory Committee. Dr. 
Read visiting the United States 
deliver course lectures North- 
western University. 
pologist, and eminent authority 
education West Africa, Dr. 
Read member the (British) 
Colonial Social Science Research 
Council and the Colonial Office 
advisory committees Education 
and Social Development. 

Other recent visitors were 
Raum, Dean the Faculty Edu- 
cation University College Fort 
Hare, Cape Province, and 
Williams, Principal Natal Techni- 
cal College Durban. 


Director’s Trip 

Dr. Brown left Boston March 
month’s trip which took him 
three conferences dealing with Afri- 
can research and African problems. 
attended the Fourth Annual 
Conference the West African In- 
stitute Social and Economic Re- 
search the University College 
the Gold Coast, March 28-April 
where reported the develop- 
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ment and present status African 
studies the United States. 

April and 14, Dr. Brown 
attended International Symposi- 
the Future Customary Law 
Africa, sponsored the Leiden 


Afrika-Institut, and held Am- 
sterdam. 

Paris, April 17-19, Dr. 
Brown participated the meetings 
the Executive Council the In- 
ternational African Institute. 


Seven Years Research Problems* 


Bruce 
Research Assistant, Publicity Bureau 


Why does man spend seven 
years spare time write book 
when knows will never 
the profitable best seller list? 

did because had strong 
urge says Dr. Karl Gei- 
ringer, professor the history and 
theory music Boston Univer- 
sity’s College Music, division 
the School Fine and Applied 
Arts. was speaking his recently 
published book, Bach Family, 
which and his wife, Irene, have 
been working since 1947. 

Dr. Geiringer, who has written 
several other biographies famous 
composers, says, cannot help 
doing it, and teacher con- 
stantly interested research.” 

Dr. Geiringer written 514- 
page book which has been acclaimed 
literary and music authorities 
the best and most complete work 
ever done the Bach family. The 
scope the book indicated its 
title, Bach Family: Seven 
Generations Creative Genius. 

Gathering information the life 
and works seven generations who 
lived the 18th and centuries 
quite prodigious task, but when 
you consider that Johann Sebastian 
Bach married his first cousin, and 


*Reprinted from the Christian Science 
Monitor, Dec. 13, 1954, permission the 
author and the Christian Science Pub- 
lishing Society. 


had children, you begin get 
some idea the complications in- 
volved. was necessary not only 
examine detail the lives and ac- 
complishment each the 
children, but also investigate the 
family tree the adjoining genera- 
tions, three before and three after, 
order pin point the high lights. 

begin with, Dr. Geiringer had 
fondness for the work the Bach 
family, and Germany com- 
piled book, Die Familie Bach, which 
contained many unpublished works 
the family and included nota- 
tions them. With this familiarity 
with the Bachs, set work 
gather much information 
could the most efficient way. Un- 
like many other authors, decided 
not Europe, because much 
his time would wasted 
traveling from place place, and 
the records and information 
found would only available until 
moved his next source. 

first wrote the Director 
the Berlin Library, only find that 
most the precious manuscripts 
and papers from which sought in- 
formation had been moved during 
the war and dispersed throughout 
the countryside towns, salt mines, 
and other hiding places. 

catalogue the places which 
the materials were sent was copied 
for Dr. Geiringer the Berlin 


Library, but disappointingly, dis- 
covered much correspondence 
that most the records had been 
moved second time. His next step 
was write the mayors various 
small towns which had been 
able trace the material. Most 
the mayors answered politely, in- 
cluding many from Russian-occu- 
pied East Germany. They turn 
contacted librarians and destitute 
scholars who did the requested re- 
search work for him, making photo- 
graphs photostats whenever pos- 
sible. 

Paying for the research work done 
the dozens men searching the 
dusty archives the small libraries 
was one the great expenses, but 
was shouldered the Bollingen 
Foundation which contributed the 
necessary funds. Researchers were 
paid scale equal that paid 
America, and they received from 
$1.00 $1.50 per hour for their 
lengthy work. Many them re- 
quested food packages payment, 
and Dr. Geiringer reiinbursed them 
for their time and money sending 
CARE packages. contrast, Dr. 
Geiringer estimates that with the 
thousands hours and his wife 
Irene spent the book, their fi- 
nancial return will average about 
one two cents per hour. 

Europe was the main source for 
the book, yielding nine-tenths the 
information. Surprisingly, England 
was the source much valuable in- 


formation. Many German scholars 
cooperated enthusiastically with Dr. 
Geiringer, and Paul Bach Eisen- 
ach, descendant, was extremely 
valuable contributor manuscripts, 
paintings, and family details. 

When the publishers first con- 
tacted Dr. Geiringer, and asked him 
write the book, was very happy, 
and although realized the diffi- 
culties compiling the facts, 
didn’t realize that they would 
quite great they proved be. 

book could not written 
now,” says, referring the 
tightening regulations the 
Communist authorities East Ger- 
many. Although great deal 
valuable material which once was 
the Berlin Library the Russian 
zone now stored the Allied 
zones, feels that getting the neces- 
sary information from deeper inside 
the Russian zone would now al- 
most impossible. 

With his book published, Dr. Gei- 
ringer now awaiting the printing 
250 page musical anthology 
hitherto unpublished works the 
Bach family, which was able 
compile from the photographs and 
photostats used for reference 
his book. 

NOTE: This book, An- 
thology Music Members the 
Bach Family, now scheduled for 
publication early next fall the 
Harvard University Press.] 
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Gertrud Relationship and Stutter- 
ing Committee: Chester Bennett, William Hire, 
Austin Berkeley, Albert Murphy. 

Herbert Effects: Investiga- 
tion the Relationship between CFFF and Intensive Range Audi- 
tory Committee: Austin Berkeley, Chester Bennett, 
John Harrison, Norman Bowes, Davis. 


Boston University Books Reviewed 


The Bach Family: Seven Generations Creative Genius. 
collaboration with IRENE New York: Oxford University 


Press, 1954. 514 pp. $7.50. 


Reviewed 


have long wished for just this 
kind book, one which telescopes 
dozen divers books into one and 
which amply fills the usual gaps 
religious, social, and political life. 
actually 514-page encyclopedia 
all materials dealing directly and 
indirectly with the Bach Family 
from the 16th century the middle 
the 

Skillfully interwoven are such sub- 
numerology, symbolism, 
philosophies, religion, religious toler- 
ance and attempts universalism, 
morals, taxes, money values, wars, 
politics, foreign influences 
filtrations, Baroque, Rococo, classi- 
cism, evidences personality traits 
and behavior patterns inherited 
Sebastian, well analyses 
libretti and musical compositions. 
This book contains all the familiar 
stories about Sebastian 
some new views the proba- 
bility Hungarian blood Bach’s 
ancestry (without definitely settling 
anything). 

Among its unusual aspects are: 

clearly presented genealogy. 
This idea carried out several 


*Professor the History and Theory 
Music, Chairman the department 
Graduate Studies, Boston University School 
Fine and Applied Arts, Division Music. 
Dr. Geiringer studied the Universities 
Vienna and Berlin and received his Ph.D. 
degree from the University Vienna. Before 
coming the United States, was for 
many years curator the collection the 
Friends Music” Vienna and 
subsequently the faculty the Royal 
College Music London. Dr. Geiringer 
the author number music books, 
musicological studies, 
brief account the writing this 
book, see the article “Seven Years Re- 
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different ways. One discussion 
chronological order. especially 
appreciate the second way, which 
short diagram before each chapter. 
This diagram serves welcome 
refresher that part the genealogy 
which pertinent the chapter. 
The third ingenious space- and 
time-saving device, the back 
the book, which uses the decimal 
system indicate the relationships 
between the different members 
the Bach Family. one glance, 
one line, the reader can tell the 
generation, ancestry, trades pro- 
fessions, number Sebastian’s 
Genealogy,” the date birth and 
death, the place where most his 
life was lived, and even nicknames. 
There are names before Sebasti- 
an’s, and after. For example, 
Sebastian’s name preceded the 
digits 112.24. Reading backwards 
the indicates that was the 4th 
son, that his father was the second 
son, that his grandfather was the 
second son, that his great grand- 
father was the first son (1) Viet, 
the Wechmar baker and founder 
the Bachs. Brothers, cousins and 
other relationships can 
worked out with little effort. 

Another time saver the index 
compositions the members 
the Bach Family. friend recently 
told phone that had heard 
that Christian Bach had written 


**Professor Music and head the 
violin and orchestra departments, Conserva- 
tory Music, Baldwin-Wallace College 
(Berea, Ohio) and conductor the Bach 
Festivals, now their twenty-third year. 
1952-53, was awarded grant the 
Ford Foundation for the study Johann 
Sebastian Bach and his times. 
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duo concertante for violin and 
cello Major, and would like 
more information about this compo- 
sition. asked him wait while 
looked the desired information 
the index compositions. under 
Concertante, 434-6.” Turning 
page 434, read the following 
friend: “Symphonie Concer- 
tante with violin and cello solo 
belongs the very small 
number symphonic works 
Christian Bach two movements 
only. The initial Andante molto 
combines features introductory 
movement with that centrally 
placed one. The sensuous grace and 
beauty sound this enchanting 
idyllic scene make veritable gem 
among the composer’s instrumental 
works, and not surprising that 
had particular appeal Mozart 
(cf. the Incarnatus the Mass 
The second movement kind 
gavotte the rondo form often 
used the composer. Here Bach 
conjures delicate Rococo pastel 
complete with shepherds and shep- 
herdesses, dancing shyly the tune 
four-and-half-bar excerpt il- 
lustration the musical score. Need- 
less say, this kind descriptive 
analysis creates interest and desire 
hear the work performed. 

Especially interesting are the 
twenty-six plates, some new, many 
not too familiar, including por- 
traits, autographs, landscapes, 
engravings, various pictures, and 
very interesting reproduction the 
signatures ten the Bach Family. 
addition there are numerous 
musical examples. Other time savers 
the back this book are 


index persons and places and 
large bibliography made litera- 
ture members the Bach Family. 

This book remarkably free 
misprints, rare feat edition 
which deals with many dates, 
people, and places. The form ad- 
mirable. The contents are encyclo- 
pedic and beautifully interwoven. 
The spirit reverent and instructive 
positive way, while the style 
accessible and friendly. The musical 
analysis imaginative and stimulat- 
ing. 

recommend this book the 
Bach scholar because its great 
power orientation. also recom- 
mend readers new Bach, be- 
cause knowledge the most 
complete and readable single book 
the subject Bach Family.” 

NOTE: From the New 
York Book Review Section, 
January 1955: “The Sunday 
Times England has just published 
its books the year ‘Chosen 
Eminent Contemporaries,’ and the 
belief that you are fascinated 
are what sort book pleas- 
ures eminent contemporaries, 
pass some Vaughan 
Williams: Karl Geiringer’s The Bach 

[As this issue the JOURNAL goes 
press, learn: that Dr. Gei- 
ringer has been invited give the 
Louis Charles Elson Lecture the 
Library Congress, May 23, the 
subject Symbolism,” and 
that companion volume The 
Bach Family scheduled for publica- 
tion the Harvard University 
Press early next fall; this Anthology 
Music Members the Bach Family 
will consist hitherto unpublished 
works. 
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